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Words of advice from Miss Shipp.... 

An experienced ACT based teacher, Cara Shipp is a Wiradjuri woman who has 

developed some very accessible resources including a blog  which is primarily about 

literacy education but also covers Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives in the 

curriculum. 

 

https://missshipp.wordpress.com/ 

 

Cara has also written a paper for Literacy Learning: The Middle Years (Vol 21 No 3, Oct 

2013) Bringing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives into the 

classroom: Why and how 

https://missshipp.wordpress.com/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=20&ved=0CEYQFjAJOAo&url=http://www.alea.edu.au/documents/item/775&ei=73PqVIb7CePFmwXK5ICgBg&usg=AFQjCNFmxaQCjXuFZtIn_hMJDKFRB25nUg&bvm=bv.86475890,d.dGY
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=20&ved=0CEYQFjAJOAo&url=http://www.alea.edu.au/documents/item/775&ei=73PqVIb7CePFmwXK5ICgBg&usg=AFQjCNFmxaQCjXuFZtIn_hMJDKFRB25nUg&bvm=bv.86475890,d.dGY


“Improving relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians can only be 

achieved through reconciliation via education, and exposure to each others’ perspectives. 

In most cases, everything we see around us in our classrooms and curriculum is the 

mainstream Anglo-Australian perspective. Indigenous students are negotiating that every 

day and are either finding ways to fit into that or are not fitting and are disengaging. There 

is a need to redress that imbalance and bring something of Indigenous cultures into our 

schools, which will enrich all students’ understanding of Australia and our history.” 

 

“Is the Painted boomerang tokenism? As with so many aspects of the curriculum, 

teaching Indigenous perspectives is not so much about ‘what’ you teach as the ‘how’ and 

the ‘when’ you teach; it’s about the cumulative knowledge and experiences as education 

system builds up for its students over their educational lives. “ 

 
From Bringing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives into the classroom: Why and how Literacy Learning: The 

Middle Years (Vol 21 No 3, Oct 2013) 
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Curriculum frameworks for ACT schools 

Annotated spreads are available for:  

 

• Every Chance to Learn (ACT curriculum) 

• Australian Curriculum History K-10 

• Australian Curriculum English K-10 

 

These provide information about ASP books, support materials including free teachers’ 

notes, library resources, AIATSIS videos and other content which support a wide range of 

the learning achievements in ECTL across nearly all of the ELAs for the ACT and national 

curricula. 

 

We hope it will help support a richer engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

content across the various curricula in the ACT.  
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Using Aboriginal Studies Press resources in the classroom K-12 

The books and resources in the following slides are just a small selection of the 

resources listed in the curriculum excel spreads. 

 

They have been linked with readily available digital resources for use in the 

classroom and support development of discrete units of work within and across 

the various curricula. 
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Bangu the flying fox: A 

Dreamtime story of the Yuin 

people of  Wallaga Lake 

Who owns the story? 

The Traditional Owners from Wallaga Lake, the Umbarra Tour Group & Elder, Mervyn 

Penrith. The Traditional Owners gave permission to Jill Taylor to retell the story as a picture 

book, but the story remains theirs. 
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Where is Wallaga Lake? 

 

Yuin nation - South coast of 

NSW - between Narooma 

and Bermagui 

 

Gulaga which sits just 

north of Wallaga Lake, and 

Mumbulla (Biamanga) to 

the south are extremely 

significant sites for the Yuin 

people. 
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Wallaga Lake was the site of an Aboriginal reserve from 1891 until after a long struggle, the 

local community gained the deeds to the remaining lands of the reserve. 

 

In 2006, Wallaga Lake National Park was incorporated into the Gulaga National Park and 

handed back to the traditional custodians who now manage the park. 

 

http://livingknowledge.anu.edu.au/learningsites/kooricoast/01_welcome.htm 

 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/YuinBiamangaGulagaMgmtplan.htm 

 

There is a cultural centre at Narooma, and cultural tours are run by a number of groups across 

Gulaga and Biamanga National Parks and other locations on Yuin country.  

 

Free teacher’s notes are available from the ASP educator’s webpage: 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources 

 

 

http://livingknowledge.anu.edu.au/learningsites/kooricoast/01_welcome.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/YuinBiamangaGulagaMgmtplan.htm
http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
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http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
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Bittangabee Tribe: An 

Aboriginal story from 

coastal NSW 
 

The book was written and 

illustrated by Aboriginal 

students at Eden TAFE, with  

Elders including Beryl Cruze. 



The story talks about traditional seasonal life 

for a Yuin family as they move from the coast 

to the Alps to harvest bogong moths and 

back in autumn.  

 

The owners of the story are linked with the 

Monaroo Bobberrer Gudu Aboriginal 

Cultural centre – located at Jigamy Farm on 

the shores of Pambula Lake between 

Pambula and Eden, close to the start of the 

Bundian Way. 

 

http://www.twofoldjigamy.org.au/#!jigam

y-farm/c17et 
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http://www.twofoldjigamy.org.au/
http://www.twofoldjigamy.org.au/
http://www.twofoldjigamy.org.au/
http://www.twofoldjigamy.org.au/


The Bundian Way is 

a path that connect 

the coast with the 

Monaro Plains and 

Alps.  

 

Its 256km route 

has been used for 

thousands of years 

as a trade and 

seasonal migration 

route between 

Targangal and 

Bilgalera. 
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http://www.bundianway.com.au/bundian_survey.htm 

http://www.bundianway.com.au/bundian_survey.htm
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Mutton Fish looks at people’s life on the South Coast, 

focusing on the role of the shellfish, called Walkun in 

local language or mutton fish and known 

commercially as abalone.  

 

There is also a connection with local Aboriginal 

people in the Canberra area who harvested bogong 

moths during summer. Moth Hunters of the Australian 

Capital Territory  and The moth hunters: Aboriginal 

prehistory of the Australian Alps by Josephine Flood 

contribute to this story (both available in the 

AIATSIS library). 

 

Free teacher’s notes for The Bittangabee Tribe are available from the ASP 

educator’s webpage: 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources 

 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
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The Aboriginal Australia wall map is 

a strong visual presentation of the 

diversity of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Australia.  

 

The map represents languages and 

nations as understood at time it was 

researched. The map was produced 

before native title legislation and is 

not suitable for use in native title or 

other land claims. 

 

An AIATSIS online version can be 

accessed at  

http://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articl

es/aboriginal-australia-map  

 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aboriginal-australia-map
http://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aboriginal-australia-map
http://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aboriginal-australia-map
http://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aboriginal-australia-map
http://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aboriginal-australia-map
http://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aboriginal-australia-map
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Other forms of mapping show earlier knowledge or different emphases 

 

The Tindale map is based around notions of tribal boundaries: 

http://archives.samuseum.sa.gov.au/tribalmap/ 

Land councils use different mapping and boundary setting: 

http://www.alc.org.au/land-councils/lalc-regions--boundaries.aspx 

Indigenous artworks can be maps of place, resources and relationships 

http://www.japingka.com.au/articles/aboriginal-art-symbols/ 

Stories also become maps of place, time and relationship 

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/publications/products/cleared-out-first-

contact-western-desert-contact-dvd 

Word lists and language are also maps - maps of culture: 

http://austlang.aiatsis.gov.au/disclaimer.php 
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Written in the first person, this edition of LRYB includes 

2011 census data 

 

It has four main areas: 

Who we are + Culture & Sport + Participation & 

governance + Resistance & reconciliation 

 

It has its own dedicated website with free teachers’ notes  

http://lryb.aiatsis.gov.au/ 

 

LRYB is also used very widely across government 

departments, legal and medical professions and NGOs as 

a cross-cultural training resource. 

 

http://lryb.aiatsis.gov.au/
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Legends is not just a book about footy – this is both 

a fascinating social history and a collection of oral 

biographies. 

 

The book is also a history of changing Australian 

attitudes to race and Aboriginal inclusion. 

 

Two sets of free teacher’s notes include the book, 

covering both state and national curriculums. 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-

press/education-resources 

 

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/asp/educators.html
http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources
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NACCHO Indigenous tour of Ireland highlights both 

the international reach and length of Indigenous 

involvement in the game 

http://www.naccho.org.au/afl/ 

Where do the players originate from? 

http://www.aflplayers.com.au/indigenous-map/ 

Adam Goodes – 2014 Australian of the Year 

http://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/honour-

roll/?view=fullView&recipientID=1144 

Sport as social activism – The Long Walk 

http://www.thelongwalk.com.au/ 

MFC Read like a Demon program 

http://deezone.com.au/teachers/program-guide 
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 Aboriginal Studies Press has published a number of 

biographies which deal with Stolen Generations issues. 

 

Each of these stories is unique and specific to the family and 

people whose children were taken; yet each story shares the 

damage done to culture, language and Aboriginal or Torres 

Strait Islander societies. 

 

Please be aware that Stolen Generations issues may be 

extremely painful for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people and is still a current issue. 
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To Remove and Protect – online exhibition covering 

legislations that enabled the forced removal of Aboriginal 

children 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/archive_digitised_collections/remove/in

dex.html 

We say Sorry – online exhibition of the National Apology, 

2008 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/archive_digitised_collections/apology/ho

me.html 

The Sorry Books – online exhibition 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/archive_digitised_collections/sorrybooks

/introduction.html 

Link-Up Services + Family History Unit 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/research/finding-your-family/link-

services 

 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/archive_digitised_collections/remove/index.html
http://aiatsis.gov.au/archive_digitised_collections/remove/index.html
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Stories of the Stolen Generations from the Bringing them Home: 

http://www.nla.gov.au/content/stories-of-the-stolen-generations 

Bringing them home: the 'Stolen Children' report (1997) 

http://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-

justice/publications/bringing-them-home-stolen 

The Rabbit-Proof Fence (2002) 

http://aso.gov.au/titles/features/rabbit-proof-fence/ 

Kick the Tin – autobiography of Doris Kartinyeri 

http://www.spinifexpress.com.au/Bookstore/book/id=95/ 

Croker Island exodus 

http://youtu.be/CE1eKOMUkxg (MFF short) +  

http://www.abccommercial.com/librarysales/program/croker-island-exodus 

Free teachers notes covering some of these titles are available 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal-studies-press/education-resources 
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 Coranderrk was founded as a reserve in 1863  but 

quickly became a model farm and important centre for 

Victoria’s Aboriginal peoples. 

 

Using transcripts from the 1881 Parliamentary Inquiry, 

the book tells the story of the fight to save Coranderrk  

 

A key figure at Coranderrk was William Barak, the now 

revered Wurundjeri leader 
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Minutes of Evidence Project 

http://www.minutesofevidence.com.au/ 

MoEP Educational materials 

http://www.minutesofevidence.com.au/ed

ucation/ 

ILBIJERRI Theatre Company 

http://ilbijerri.com.au/event/coranderrk/ 

Koori Heritage Trust 

http://www.koorieheritagetrust.com/ 

Aboriginal history of Yarra 

http://aboriginalhistoryofyarra.com.au/ 

Bunjilaka Aboriginal Culture Centre 

http://museumvictoria.com.au/bunjilaka/ 
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http://ilbijerri.com.au/event/coranderrk/
http://www.koorieheritagetrust.com/
http://aboriginalhistoryofyarra.com.au/
http://museumvictoria.com.au/bunjilaka/


Books and resources from Aboriginal Studies Press and AIATSIS (Australian Institute 

of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies) 

 

 

Aboriginal Education K-12 resource guide + Aboriginal Education K-12 resource guide:  

Volume Two 

 

Two volumes of annotated listings of content relevant to Aboriginal Education, produced by the 

Curriculum Support Unit in Ryde – extremely exhaustive resource 

 

http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/schoollibraries/resrev/index.htm  

 

Aboriginal Education resources – NSW Board of Studies 

http://ab-ed.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/ 

 

Twitter – @IndigenousX – given over to an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander researcher, 

activist, performer, writer, artist each week  

 

NITV – accessible Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander content  

 

AIATSIS Library Facebook page + the AIATSIS Explore webpages 

http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/schoollibraries/resrev/index.htm
http://ab-ed.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/
http://ab-ed.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/
http://ab-ed.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/

